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Art As The Elixir

My last newsletter generated considerable response, as well as two
interesting additions to my inventory. One is yet another beautiful
landscape and the other a fine, early charcoal. I’ve also added a
few more Illustrations that I feel are excellent examples by lessor
known, if not under appreciated illustrators. Even Howard Pyle had
over one hundred students, but most folks can only name a
handful. Many were remarkable artists, but their careers might
have been curtailed by various choices or setbacks, including the
1918 pandemic.

Meanwhile, of course, we continue to suffer the slings and arrows
of outrageous fortune.

Art is one of the elixirs to take some sequestered pain away.



THE BRANDYWINE NEAR THE ROSE GARDEN
by Frank E. Schoonover

Painted in 1961 during the artist’s favorite season, Autumn, this landscape
falls within the handful of last paintings of Schoonover’s long and remarkable
career. It is a very short walk from his studio on Rodney street down to this
lovely stretch of a river that brought fame and fortune to the Du Pont family.
Sized at a classic 28” x 32” and retaining the original frame.

Schoonover paintings of the Brandywine are very rare especially of this
quality.

# 2504 in the Catalogue Raisonne

Price $ 14,500

SUE AND BIG FRANK
by Frank E. Schoonover
  
One of Schoonover’s greatest assets was draughtsmanship. In fact, archives
dating back to his 12th grade at Model School in Trenton, N.J. reveal a 99 in
"drawing".

No doubt this was a quality Howard Pyle recognized when he accepted the
young student into his Drexel classes in 1896. Sue and Big Frank appeared
in the story, “Big Frank" in American Magazine, 8/1907. Schoonover
completed five excellent charcoal illustrations for this story about  Frank and
his lady, Sue. In fact, he used the charcoal medium until the late thirties,
usually on illustration board.Size; 19” x 24”; 1907;

#308 in the Catalogue Rasionne

Price $ 4,200



LONDON COACH 
by Henry B Lachman. 

Illustration for the book: Magic Image From India. Despite coming from
Chicago to WIlmington in 1905 for study with Pyle, Lachman did not pursue
an illustration career past 1910. His work appeared in several books and
periodicals, but he left America for fine art studies in France for several
successful years, even receiving the Chevalier of the Legion of Honor in
France. 

He then developed an interest in film while there, eventually returning in the
30’s to a burgeoning Hollywood. He produced and directed thirty three films,
including Baby Take a Bow starring young Shirley Temple. I love this joyful
painting by an interesting, renaissance man. Oil; 30” x 21”; Excellent
condition.

Price $ 7,800. Book included.



AERO-HYDRO
By Henry Peck

This cover for Boy’s Life, June, 1921 by Henry Peck is a classic example of
magazine cover work by one of Pyle’s most successful students. Peck 
arrived in 1901, one of the early non-Drexel students. By 1906, with his
career well underway,

He moved into the historic Bancroft studios with Dunn, Ashley, Arthurs,
Wyeth, and Schoonover, A who’s who of famous Pyle students. In the teens,
he joined another group at Naaman’s-on-Delaware. After a short stay in
France, he settled back home in Rhode Island, maintaining a studio in N.Y.
“Towing the Aero Hydro” is Peck’s own title recorded in his daybooks. Oil;
24” x 23”; excellent condition.

Price. $ 6,200.

Share Your Feedback
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Thank you for your loyalty and for your valuable time.

Stay safe and healthy!

Sincerely,

John Schoonover
studios@dca.net
302-656-0135
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